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ABSTRACT & RATIONALE
Preparing
a Fertile
Ground
For Social
Enrichment

My thesis is motivated by a growing interest in our
urbanized landscapes and their effect on social
behavior. Developing a term that refers to a places
lack of engagement with the people it serves, aids
in capturing the necessity of a project like this today.

Figure 1

The modern era of today’s cities have unconciously
enabled this term “Placelessness”, this lack of a
defined sense of place, be a recurring problem
due to urban sprawl, economic imbalances, and
technologies negative influence on social patterns.
Our public assets are losing distinctive characteristics
such as its Identity, Belonging, and Coherence;
thus, amplifying the notion of “Lost Places.” The
consequences of these tragedies make it necessary
to encourage the relationship between community
residents and space.

Figure 2
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How do we reimagine LOST PLACES as a
fertile ground for a social enrichment?
Responding to this situation opens the window of opportunity
for these places to fulfil the communities need for connection.
This thesis aims to investigate how design strategies involving
Placemaking can prepare a fertile ground for a social
enrichment. The proposed neighborhood spaces within may
provide residents meaning and be a catalyst for the community’s
social and cultural activities. Placemaking gives ownership of a
place, and the corridors that connect them back to the people.
This is achieved through prioritizing pedestrian engagement and
adapting the use of a space to conform to the unique needs of
the neighborhood so that it is enjoyed by all.

CURRENT CORRIDORS TO PLACE in Atlanta are
too frequently following an unvarying approach
to street design standards and requirements
without considering surrounding conditions, all
while unconsciously affecting the sociability,
usability, accessibility and comfortability of the
space. Street design should fascilitate various
modes of transportation, while promoting
community engagement, providing more to
neighborhoods than just transport corridors.
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IDENTIFIED ISSUE
Lack of Sense
of Place &
Engagement
with User

Lack of Civic
Identity &
Usability of our
Civic Commons

STRATEGIES
PLACEMAKING
INC. CIVIC IDENTITY

CONNECTIVITY
PURPOSFUL DESIGN
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Preparing
a Fertile
Ground
For Social
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“Cities have the capability
of providing something for
everybody, only because and
only when, they are created by
everybody”
				
Jane Jacobs
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WHAT
MAKES A
PLACE

“Architecture means
to visualize the genius
loci, and the task of
the architect is to
create

meaningful

places whereby he
helps man to dwell.”
Christian
Schulz

Norberg-
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CONCEPT OF PLACE is the relationship

created by the physical environment and
the user. As architects, we influence the daily
commuters’ transition from the street to the
built environment. Prioritizing the experiential
walkability of our transportation corridors can
help activate lost places.

SPRING 2022
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WHAT
MAKES A
PLACE

02.1

The architect’s approach to a place may
mean creating with a unique identity, and
for others, it means understanding the
existing environment and blending into it.
Regardless of whether activation occurs
naturally or driven by the government,
it is created externally, and the result is
based on people’s response to the place.
Different agents make these activations
possible, whether it is the marketing and
promotion of government entities, or the
accidental wanderers discovering new
public spheres, they all have the same
narrative. --

PEOPLE
PLACES

SHAPE
PLACES
&
SHAPE
PEOPLE

“Cities have the capability of providing
something for everybody, only because
and only when, they are created by
everybody”
				
Jane Jacobs

AL
Y

AL
Y

RESTING
PLACE
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LEISURE
SPACE

RESTING
PLACE

LEISURE
SPACE
identity, which means

SENSE OF PLACE

is based on spatial
it is a symbol of a
community or an experience created
by personal perception. A place needs
function in order for social interaction to take
place. Body and form is what solidifies these
relationships created by dimension, tissue,
and light. This graphic shows how one place
can be perceived differently.

SPRING 2022

RESTING
PLACE

PARK
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PHYSICAL
ACTIVITY
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WHAT
LEISURE
MAKES
SPACE A
PLACE

02.2

Atlanta, just like most major cities in the United
States, have lost its walkability and connectivity
to car culture. There were times that going from
a to b was an enjoyable experience of its own.
Streets were a place for people to meet, play
and engage with the community and ever since

PARK

RESTING
was no longer
a priotity. Taking a stroll became
PLACE
the invention of the automobile, walkability

unsafe, and the sociability of a street became
non-existent.
In the past 100 years, city planners have clearly

prioritized things like vehicular travel, race, and
considered what looks good, but not whether
it works. People started moving outwards of the
city, into these new towns called suburbs because

PHYSICAL
ACTIVITY

they mourned the sight of African Americans

LEISURE
SPACE

and wanted a more secluded lifestyle. The trend
has now switched, people are pushing towards
city life and want to identify themselves with
something more authentic within these new city
environments. As an architect, It is more important
now than ever, to understand that we should
be fascilitating connectivity and community
engagement and using it as our design strategies.

KSU | ARCH
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Figure 5 : Power of 10 , pps.org

Placemaking is

Community-driven
Visionary
Function before form
Adaptable
Inclusive
Focused on creating destinations
Context-specific
Dynamic
Trans-disciplinary
Transformative
Flexible
Collaborative
Sociable

Placemaking is Not

Top-down
Reactionary
Design-driven
A blanket solution or quick fix
Exclusionary
Car-centric
One-size-fits-all
Static
Discipline-driven
One-dimensional
Dependent on regulatory controls
A cost/benefit analysis
Project-focused

SPRING 2022
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WHAT
MAKES A
PLACE

P - 17

02.3

Placemaking is the design strategy. Placemaking
gives ownership of a place and the corridors
that connect them back to the people. The 20th
century focused on getting people to and from
places but the 21st century is about giving people
a place worth going to and staying in. Project for
Public Spaces and there forty years of practice
has developed a rule that “pays attention
to the human experience when building city
destinations.” PPS calls the rule “The Power of 10,”
and the idea behind the concept is to give the
user 10 reasons to be in a space.
Placemaking is a notion to improve peoples
daily engagement with their public domain
by adapting the use of a space to conform
to specific needs of a neighborhood so that
it is enjoyed by all. Atlanta’s divisive past has
affected the way our city runs today. From the
way highways were built and inefficitenly placed
to divide black and white neighborhoods, and
take away slums, these actions reflect the way
our public domains are today.
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Figure 8 : Kungstradgarden, Stockholm, Sweden.
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T
E
A

ypes of Place
lements of Place
bilities of Place

A case study on Times
Square New York

“It is difficult to design
a space that will not
attract people - what
is remarkable is how
often this has been
accomplished.”
William H. Whyte
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Figure 7 : Pioneer Courthouse Square, Portland, OR.

ACCESSABILITY
Accessibility of plac e is judged by its relativeness and
connectivity to surrounding context, by both visual and
physical attributes. Succesful places have an ease of arrival
and departure, or even just passing through.

Questions to consider :
Can you see the space from a distance?
Is its interior visible from the outside?
Can people easily walk to the place?
Does the space function for occupants of
adjacent buildings?

PLACEMAKING | BRIDGING MOMENT IN HISTORY
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Case Study | Time Square, NY

Accessability
GRADE : A+
Considering :

Thirteen subway lines
Numerous Bus Lines
Factor in the Walkability
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Figure 8 : Kungstradgarden, Stockholm, Sweden.

USABILITY
Activity and accomodation of usability within a space is what
brings people into a place, and its reason for their return.
Usability is what makes a space feel special and helps people
relate to it. When theres nothing to do within the space it will
always be empty-- a sure sign something needs to change.

Questions to consider :
Is the space used by people of different ages?
Are people in groups?
Are there choices of things to do?

SPRING 2022
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Usability
GRADE : BConsidering :
Never Vacant
Mostly Always Hectic
Visit 20 times & Experience 20 dif.
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Figure 9 : Luxembourg Gardens, Paris, FR

COMFORTABILITY
When a space is perceived as comfortable, you may think
of it as a place where you can get multiple things done. A
comfortable place can accomodate meetings between
small groups of people, or just one person finding a good spot
to reflect and read. Comfortability of a space is crucial to
making a livable place.

Questions to consider :
Can this space be enjoyed by many?
Does the area feel safe?
Does the place make a good first impression?

SPRING 2022
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Comfortability
GRADE : C
Considering :

Not a relaxing place
Not the cleanest
Not the safest
Place for extreme excitement

KSU | ARCH
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Figure 10 : Old Atlanta

SOCIABILITY
Sociability of a space is important for obvious reasons. It ties
in all qualitites spoken about, accessibility, usability, and
comfortability.

A public domain has to embody all these

qualities to make it a socially attractive place where people
come to mingle and meet.

Questions to consider :
Are people in groups? Are they talking with one another?
Do people make eye contact with each other?
Does a mix of ages and ethnic groups that generally reflect
the community at large?

SPRING 2022
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Comfortability
GRADE : C
Considering :

Not a relaxing place
Not the cleanest
Not the safest
Place for extreme excitement
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T
E
A

ypes of Place
lements of Place
bilities of Place

A case study on South
Downtown Atlanta

“It is difficult to design
a space that will not
attract people - what
is remarkable is how
often this has been
accomplished.”
William H. Whyte
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01Sidewalks
Essential to any built environment and have to be carefully
placed. Sidewalks are paths along a street where pedestrian
travel is encouraged and separated from vehicle traffic by a
curb or a line of trees. It is important to keep people on these
paths and there are a few ways to do so.

Things to consider :
Street Trees - slows traffic down & acts as a barrier from
cars to people
Seating Areas - Promotes engagement with sidewalk &
comfortability
Interactive Side Walk Design - Helps people identify &
enhances experience
Lighting - helps people feel safe

PLACEMAKING | BRIDGING MOMENT IN HISTORY
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BUFFER ZONE

From traffic & Pedestrian

WATER DRAINAGE
Figure 12 : Hood Studio, Sidewalk Design
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Figure 13 : Trangtien Street, by Studio 8 - Hanoi, Vietnam

02Street Furniture

is the equipment used to make streets function such as street
lamps, traffic lights, traffic barriers, traffic signs, bus stops, waste
rereceptacles, public lavatories, memorials, and fountains.
These elements are subject to design and can do more for
a place than just its basic function but also act as attractive
features to a street.
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Figure 14 : Paris, France Metro Entrances
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figure 14 : 1950’s Theatre District Atlanta

03Lighting

a street is especially important for the pedestrian.
Lighting plays multiple roles in our traffic corridors;
such as highlighting areas, paths, buildings and their
entrances, while keeping space well-lit, and making
it feel like a safe environment.Lighting can also come
from store front signage and urban screens, creating
a safe street ambience along streets with commercial
and restaurant spaces.

PLACEMAKING | BRIDGING MOMENT IN HISTORY

STREET LIGHTS in Atlanta 62% of street

lights do not work properly

78 out of 98 Street Lights on john Lewis Freedom
Pkwy from boulevard to Ponce de Leon do not
work
According to the atlanta.gov website, a six
month street light assesment -- conducted by
the ATLDOT and a team of Industrial Engineering
students at GA tech-- estimated that crime would
decrease as much as 20% in neighborhoods
through streetlight interventions.
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Figure 15 : Atlanta Beltline Art Installation

04Public Art

is an important part of creating immersive experiences in our
public spaces. Public art is a form of expression that allows
the public’s eyes to endure, rationalize, and take away
information. Artists use this as an opportunity to protest, display
new ideas, and engage with the community. Art is a great
way to help people identify a space, especially when the
work is interactive. It uses the user’s perception and senses to
enhance the experience in a productive way.

Figure 16 : AutoEa
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ater, Midtown Atlanta, by Venske & Spanle
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For instance, the AutoEater in midtown Atlanta
placed on the busy intersection of 10th &
peachtree street “invites comment on Atlanta’s
relationship with the automobile in the context of
one of the city’s most walkable urban districts”
(Midtown Alliance).

KSU | ARCH
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Figure 18 : Reimagined Waste Management, Marvel Design, NY

05
Amenities

are a convenience factor in the

public realm. Things like trashcans, public restrooms, shelters,
drinking fountains,

playgrounds, benches, information &

directory screens, are all placed in these spaces for the user
to use and fascilitate their day. Free or not, public amenities
are usable 24/7 in various conditions like bad weather, or a hot
summer day, they are out there to maximize usability. These
amenities are subject to design and can be attractive features
for a space like the Nantou Public Toilets in Shenzhen, China.

PLACEMAKING | BRIDGING MOMENT IN HISTORY
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Figure 17 : Nantou Public Toilet, Edge Studio, Shenzhen, China
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Figure 20 : Peace Bench Sculpture, UN Headquarters, by Snohetta

06Seating

is an important aspect of placemake.

A successful place should be able to accommodate diverse
users. Whether it is a person or a group of people, they should
be able to choose to sit in the shade or in the sun, separated
from or close to the activity. As well as the option to pick from
sitting on a ledge, steps, benches, or moveable chairs, all in the
same space. Well designed seating adds to the sociability of
the public place and can be creatively implemented.
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Figure 19 : Toronto Parklet 2017, by Students of Ryerson University
Department of Architecture Sciences
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T
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ypes of Place
lements of Place
bilities of Place

A case study on South
Downtown Atlanta

“It is difficult to design
a space that will not
attract people - what
is remarkable is how
often this has been
accomplished.”
William H. Whyte
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Figure 21 : Marietta Square, Glover Park

01

Squares

are open spaces that create

opportunity for community gatherings, strategically
placed in the core of high dense areas like cities,
towns and neighborhoods.

Squares are often

refered as piazzas, plazas, civic centers, or could
even be considered the town greens. These
centralized areas are usually surrounded by small
shops, from bakeries to clothing stores. Symbols
such as monuments, fountains, wells, or statues are
usually placed at the center of these spaces for the
purpose of people relating symbol to place.

SPRING 2022
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Figure 22 : West Corner of Whitlock, GA
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Figure 24 : Paley Park, New York

02

Green Areas are becoming the most vital

part of built environments. Greenery and trees are
important to high density areas for obvious reasons.
Providing not only air purification , green spaces can
mitigate from local floodings, reduce water scarcity,
improve water quality and aid soil nutrient cycling,
all while controlling carbon levels. (eos.org) Green
areas can come in all scales, from huge public parks
like Central Park to Pocket Parks like Paley Park that
provide user with a relaxed ambience within a high
density area.

SPRING 2022
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03

Covered Spaces an enclosed public

space meaning the inside of a building or structure
is open to the public, usually featuring fresh food
markets,

retail shops, indoor shopping malls,

restaurants, and bars. Frequently used to reinhabit
existing structures and activate areas. Covered
spaces can have multiple roles in a community,
like added shelter, program, and destination for
congregation and neighborhood level activation.

SPRING 2022
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Figure 25 : Santa Caterina, Barcelona, Spain
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Figure 26 : Allen and Pike St, Dumbo, Brooklyn, NY

04

Multi-Modal Corridors

are long

boulevard with a wide median running down the
middle and car lanes along each side. These linear
open spaces prioritize bicycle and pedestrian usage
by slowing traffic down and creating opportunity for
informal recreation. Applying this notion strategically
throughout a city is a great way to connect different
attractions and help promote walkability, steps to
furthering less car dependent cities.

SPRING 2022
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Figure 27 : Citi Bank Building, Greenwich St, New York

05

Building Platforms

are raised street

level platforms, commonly placed aorund buildings
like cultural centers, museums, and libraries. These
large open areas act as an extra public realm creating
room for various activities like public art installations,
acting as a platform for talent. These areas help
spark curosioty to lure people in a building or space,
strategically oriented to a busy street or public realm.

SPRING 2022
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Figure 28 : Georgia State Building, on Park Pl NE & Edgewood Ave
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Why
Places
Fail
A case study on South
Downtown Atlanta

“It is difficult to design
a space that will not
attract people - what
is remarkable is how
often this has been
accomplished.”
William H. Whyte

P - 56

KSU | ARCH

Underground Atlanta

01Lack of Places to Sit

Having places to sit affects the ability of a place
to be comfortable. Its not only giving people a
place to sit but also providing a view from where
they are sitting. As well as giving them the choice
of sitting under shade or sun.

Underground Atlanta

02 Lack of Gathering Points

Having no gathering points affect the usability
of a space. Gathering points like vendor carts,
outdoor seating, bus-stops, art, and food are all
supplements to space.

SPRING 2022
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Example of Ample amount of
seating within an area but due to
the lack of gathering points such
as vendors, food, shops, or public
art, this space still suffers from a
sense of placelessness.
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Underground Atlanta

03 Visually Inaccessible Spaces

Spaces are meant to be seen and used, once
they can’t be seen they won’t be used, simple
as that. Atlanta has a problem with their public

spaces with being visually inaccessible.

Underground Atlanta

04 Dysfunctional Features
Public

Art

or

installations

are

considered

dysfuncitonal features sometimes, often “serving
a use more visual than functional, instead of
encouraging activity to occur around them” PPS

SPRING 2022
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In this instance, Mercedes Benz is identified as a
visually accessible space but due to the first level
street inactivity makes this corridor a dreadful
and not safe transition from pryor street to the
stadium.
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Underground Atlanta

05 Domination of Vehicles

Spaces are meant to be seen and used, once
they can’t be seen they won’t be used, simple
as that. Atlanta has a problem with their public

spaces with being visually inaccessible.

Underground Atlanta

06 Blank Walls or Edges of Place
Public

Art

or

installations

are

considered

dysfuncitonal features sometimes, often “serving
a use more visual than functional, instead of
encouraging activity to occur around them” PPS

SPRING 2022
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Garnett Marta Station

07 Inconvenient Transit Stops
Inherintely, you want to place transit stops where
theres high activity to promote usability, but
when they are placed in random vacant places
like above it is the perfect recipe for a failing
space. Also having the feeling of an unsafe
environment. Garnett Marta station can only be
accessed through the promenade, meaning it
has no street level access and is surrounded by
vacant lots , obvious factors to its inactivity.

SPRING 2022
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CASE STUDY

| Buffalo Waterfront

Buffalo was once considered a wealthy
city in the United States because of its
heavy industry that created millions of
jobs. Now the waterfront battles from
a disconnect to the Outer Harbor,
isolated by its dying industry and
threatened by the elevated highway.
The controversial Buffalo Skyway was
completed in 1954, and since then it
has become a symbol of controversy.
Buffalo’s freezing temperatures and
strong

winds

make

this

Highway

extremely dangerous in the winter
time, not to mention it acts as a visual
barrier to the Great Lake and Niagara
River.

Nonetheless,

the

waterfront

offers unique potential for waterfront
access and activity.

01 Accessibility
Important bridge connector was
knocked down and refusal by
General Mills to rebuild has affected
pedestrian / bike travel to the
Waterfront

02

Usability

We can say the Waterfronts usability
is not to its upmost potential right now
with its few grassy areas that offer picnic
tables and newly planted trees, nothing
else.

03 Comfortability 04

Sociability

Cars whiz by along existing Route 5,

On a Friday afternoon, one lone visitors

and construction barricades make

walks through the new park. Aside from

visibility limited. Across from the

this newly-created space, there are

highway, the waterfront is hardly

few places to sit with friends.

being used. On the other side of
Route 5, a large brownfield sits
barren, awaiting cleanup

SPRING 2022
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Proposed Development Project | Marvel Designs - NY

01
02
03
04
05
06
07

Increase Gathering points -> Increased Sociability
Increase Visual Access -> Increased Usability
Prioritizing Walk & Bike -> Increased Accessibility
Minimize Dead Zones -> Increased Comfortability
Rework Dysfunctional Features -> Increased Use & Comfort
Replanned Transit -> Increased Access & Use
Prioritize User -> Increased Access & Use
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Walkability
& City
Success
A lost sense in South
Downtown Atlanta

“Streets and their sidewalksthe main public places of a
city-are its most vital organs.”
JaneJacobs “The Death
and Life of Great American
Cities,” p.27
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Walkability & City Success

Saf
Ben

Walkability is a concept that encourages
cities, and those who inhabit them, to
rid themselves of their car dependency
in order to live more sustainable and
efficient lives.
Walkability addresses three fundamental

Promotes Active
Lifestyle

issues that confront the well-being of every
city: wealth, health, and sustainability. If
a city is walkable, it is addressing these
three issues, and in comparison to cities

Walka

that are less walkable, the walkable city
is more livable thus more desirable. In his
book Walkable City: How Downtown Can
Save America, One Step at a Time, author
Jeff Speck provides sufficient evidence to
conclude that walkability is the medium
to

overcoming

the

Transportation
Benefits

aforementioned

issues all cities face. While walkability
does allow for communities to flourish,
there are currently aspects of the
concept that make it unavailable to
the majority of the population due to
its expensive nature. In most cities with
a high walkability score, there are often
economic limitations that prohibit lower
income individuals from reaping the
numerous benefits that walkability offers.

Econ
Ben
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Why Prioritize Walking?
In regard to a city’s economic well-

fety
nefits

being, a city with less auto-dependence
and better public transportation is bound
to have a more stable local economy.
Economic benefits from producing a

Health Benefits

walkable area begin at the starting
point, when a city decides to invest
less in roads and highways and more in
alternative forms of transportation (biking,
public transit, etc.), for example the city
of Portland, Speck, in the section titled

ability

“The Walkability Dividend”, breaks down
how Portland went about constructing a
more walkable city; transitioning away

Environmental
Benefits

from highway construction and more
towards enhancing livability, unlike most
of its American counterparts.
While it cost more than $140 million to
rebuild a city’s freeway interchanges1, it

nomic
nefits

only cost Portland $65 million on bicycle
facilities. But while the cost of building a
more sustainable city is less expensive,
it
James Kunstler, in his book The Geography of
Nowhere: The Rise and Decline of America’s
Man-Made Landscape, illustrates how cars
have ruined much of American community’s
potential, but that does not mean there is no
hope for the future.

creates

more

jobs,

“about

four

hundred more than would have come
for spending it on road building.”2 This
means that because more local jobs are
created, there is a higher opportunity for
that money to be spent locally.
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Figure 35 : "Pedestrians First: A Mix of Infrastructure,
Activity, and Priority." Institute for Transportation

Speaking of spending money locally,
“almost 85% of money expended on cars
and gas leaves the local economy”3.
What this means is if a city were to
become

less

car

dependent

and

citizens were forced to drive less, thus
spend less on their cars, the money that
would have been spent on cars now has
a much higher opportunity to be spent
locally. If that isn’t enough, one study
found that households in automobiledependent communities devote 50%
more money towards transportation
(operating costs, maintenance costs,
etc.) than households in communities
with more walkability.4 Going back to
Portland, the 20% less that Portlanders
drive, compared to other metropolitan
areas, accumulates to a whopping $2.6
billion dollars in consumer savings.

Infrastructure
physical space and design
that promotes walking

There are countless statistics that support
the argument that less driving equates
to more money being spent locally and

1

Sidewalks Req:
wide, maintained,
protected and
uninterrupted

2

Infrastructure
Accessible to all
pedestrians

3

Signage and electrical
equipment are all placed
and working properly

more consumer savings, but economics
isn’t just about money, it’s also about
consumer decision making. When it
comes to consumer decision making,
an overwhelming majority of consumers
prefer a walkable city.
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Activity

Priority

Bring People and activities close
enough to walk in safe and lively
environments

Walking, Cycling, and Transit
over private cars

4

Activating the street day
and night , while maintaing it
safer and enjoyable to walk

7

Ensuring bike share, public
transport and sidewalks are
within reach

5

Amenities placed in places
that are visually accessible,
and compliment the space

8

Fraying from wide lane
widths to make crossing
street easier

6

Accessible on street parking
creates barrier between fast
paced vehicles and foot
traffic

9

Slow traffic down, designing
for it and enforcing laws
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Atlanta Neighborhood Modal Scores
Data From Curbed Atlanta 2020

01 Downtown Atlanta
02 Peachtree Center
03 Buckhead Village
04 Sweet Auburn
05 Midtown
06 Inman Park
07 Atlantic Station
08 Old Fourth Ward
09 Virginia Highland
10 Candler Park

Transit Score		

Bike Score

Walk Score		
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82
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74
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81
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56		

		

78
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58		

		

83

79			

43		

		

70

78			

57		

		

71
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How is Walk Score Calculated?
For each address, Walk Score analyzes

Walk Score also measures pedestrian

hundreds of walking routes to nearby

friendliness

amenities. Points are awarded based

density and road metrics such as block

on the distance to amenities in each

length and intersection density. Data

category. Amenities within a five-minute

sources include Google, Factual, Great

walk (.25 miles) are given maximum

Schools, Open Street Map, the U.S.

points. A decay function is used to give

Census, Localeze, and places added by

points to more distant amenities, with no

the Walk Score user community. -

points given after a 30-minute walk.

by

analyzing

population
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Population

			 1,040

			 2,618

			 1,604

			 1,828

			 16,790

			 3,983

			 2,180

			 10,496

			 8,890

			 3,229

Figure 36: Walk Score Heat Map | Curbed ATL

Notice : Trend of walkabaility score
compared to the area it sits in Atlanta.
Seems like most walkable areas is all
Urban and High end Suburban areas of
Midtown & North Atlanta.
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Figure 38 : Walkability Cut Off , Curbed.atl

Figure 37: Walk Score Heat Map | Curbed ATL

This Graphic exposes a distinct cut off caused by the
highway system, to the walkability and connectivity of
South Downtown and its counterpart neighborhoods
of Mechanicsville and Summerhill. Both neighborhoods
house a lot of rich history and much of the working
class of Atlanta, it is vital to put these people back in a
position to connect and interact with the rest of the city
without depending on a car.
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Daytime Population Increase

62%

70
60
50
40
30
20

41%

7%
NEW YORK CITY

BOSTON, MA

ATLANTA, GA

Figure 37 : Princeton: The Town that Grows More each Day
than New York City 2013. Walkableprinceton.

Atlanta’s average Walk Score is 48 ranking as the #22
most walkable large city in the U.S. With

our rapid

growing population, Atlanta is expected to grow by 3
million Inhabitants by the year 2050, -per the Atlanta
Regional Commission “We’ll probably have to do better
than being the 22nd...” to properly serve our people.
Not to mention the 62% increase of daily population
growth of people we cater for work and other ventures
each day, compared to New Yorks 7%. This means 55%
more people commute to the city of Atlanta on a daily
basis than New York City.
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Figure 39 : The 1956 construction of the Downtown Connector-
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Bridging
Moment
In
History
[Site Analysis]

“Architecture means
to visualize the genius
loci, and the task of
the architect is to
create

meaningful

places whereby he
helps man to dwell.”
Christian
Schulz

Norberg-
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FIGHT TO KEEP ATLANTA
STREETS PUBLIC
History: Urban Planning of Atlanta
Urban planning starts at a governmental
level. In Atlanta, the racial exclusion is
clearly reflected in the urban fabric.
Dating back to Booker T. Washington’s
Atlanta Compromise address in 1895,
where he assured whites that African
Americans renounced the politics of
social equality and put an end to the
system of Jim Crow.

Since then, the

exclusion of races by skin color is still
reflected in the urban distribution of
Figure 40 : www.threadatl.org
CONSTRUCTION OF FIVE POINTS STATION [1970]

Atlanta.
There was an “Age of Accommodation”
that

occurred

after

Washington’s

Compromise for two decades, that you
can still to this day see the repercussions
from such inferior access to housing,
education,

employment,

political

power, and simple life opportunities for
PRESENT FIVE POINTS STATION
LOOKING NORTH ON BROAD STREET

those predominantly African American
communities. Atlanta often referred
to as a city “too busy to hate,” and
ironically, the cities people with political
influence are obsessed with race.
Several scholars have concluded that
race matters in the United States, most
evidently in Metropolitan areas. There
are a few cities that have a complex

EXACTLY WHERE FIVE POINTS STATION NOW SITS
[1960’s ATLANTA - PRIOR TO DEMOLITION] LOOKING NORTH ON

history of race like Atlanta, Georgia.

PLACEMAKING | BRIDGING MOMENT IN HISTORY

P - 79

Also, called the “Capital of the New

Atlanta’s historically divisive mindset

South,” race and class inequalities have

has let this random growth divide our

always defined the urban region of 10

people

county Atlanta. In the book “Atlanta:

economically, and socially. Expanding

Race, Class, and Urban Expansion”

on the 1950’s civil rights movement,

Larry Keating argues that the economic

the then-mayor of Atlanta William B.

growth and urban development of

Hartsfield, helped embody the political

Atlanta have blatantly exposed its

tactic called the “Atlanta way.” This

divisive intentions.

tactic

The newly formed

geographically,

was

basically

politically,

negotiations

mixed-race alliance formed by white

between a team of black community

business

leaders and white business and political

elites

has

influenced

the

direction of urban renewal funds.

leaders to discuss how desegregation
can gradually be exploited, while
avoiding direct confrontation or more

These regimes have taken steps to

radical demands.

remove lower-income housing and
develop the ‘high profile’ yet inefficient,
mass

public

MARTA.

transit

system

called

These actions represent the

larger problem that has characterized
Atlanta’s

developmental

history,

Keating refers to it as “the pursuit of
private interests at the expense of
much of the general public.” The term
Urban Sprawl refers to the uncontrolled
expansion of urban areas and is
overlooked by many. The impact of
cities’ unplanned growth commonly
referred to as ‘sprawl’ is its effect on
economic and racial polarization.

I-85 & I-20 INTERSECTION
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Highway Act of 1956

Figure 39 : The 1956 construction of

National Scale | Highway Act of 1956
Figure 42 : Downtown Connector

Figure 40 : gdot - GA HWY ACT 1956

Figure 43 : Downtown Connector

Figure 41 : Robert Moses | ‘Go Right Through
Cities & Not Around Them’

Figure 44 : Downtown Connector
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Moment
in History
(Atlanta, GA)
Through my research, I’ve concluded that prioritizing pedestrian
walkability, engagement, and connectivity would serve to be
advantageous in rejoining the neighborhoods of Mechanicsville and
Summerhill to the main urban region of Atlanta. The aforementioned
communities were once a cohesive unit before being permanently
divided by the construction of I-20, a key component of the 1956
the Downtown Connector

federal highway act. The legislation was headed by New York’s
notorious Robert Moses whose intentions to “improve traffic conditions
and remove undesirable populations” had devastating effects on
Atlanta’s urban landscape. After construction of I-20 was complete
in 1957, the working-class and African American neighborhoods of
Mechanicsville and Summerhill were in total disconnect from the
city, a theme still relevant decades later. This disconnect, among
other reasons, is why Atlanta now ranks the 22nd most walkable city
in the U.S. The Walk Score Heat map of Atlanta shows a clear drop off
to the walkability between the north (South Downtown) and south
(Summerhill & Mechanicsville) neighborhoods of I-20. Considering the
new extension of the Georgia State campus in this neighborhood,
I’ve identified ways to make the transition from downtown Atlanta,
and south of I-20 seamless.

Figure 45 : Downtown Connector
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: CAPITAL GATEWAY

Highway Construction

1
Figure 39 : The 1956 construction of the Downtown Connector

Walkability Cut Off

1

INCREASE CIVIC IDENTITY

Figure 37: Walk Score Heat Map |
Curbed ATL

The

Walkability

cut

off

pictured

above is direct casue of highway
construction. Completely disconnecting
mechanicsville

and

summerhill

neighborhoods from main urban region.

ENHANCE CONNECTIVITY
FOR GA STATE STUDENTS
RECONNECT SUMMERHILL &
MECHANICSVILLE TO MAIN
URBAN REGION
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PROPOSED
SITE

SITE
BLOWUP

PROPOSED SITE
ENHANCED TRANSITION
GEORGIA STATE UNIV.
FUTURE DEVELOPMENT
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BRIDGINGING MOMENT : CAPITAL GATEWAY
KEY SITE ISSUE

Site Analysis
(Atlanta, GA)

This inventory heat map highlights
South Downtown of Atlanta parks,
GWINNETT

COBB

Recreation

centers,

vacant

lands,

Georgia state Campus, student paths,
DEKALB

housing, and other civic assets.

FULTON
ROCKDALE

ESTIMATED
“HeatFOOD
Map”
INSECURITY

CLAYTON

civic

NETT

HENRY

Activated as a network,

assets

<10%
that
radiates
10%-15%

pulse

with

outward

energy

into

their

15%-20%
neighborhoods,
creating new and
20%-25%

exciting spaces, experiences, activities,

OCKDALE

ESTIMATED FOOD
INSECURITY
<10%
10%-15%
15%-20%
20%-25%

>25%

FRESH food access is a nationwide issue.
In the metropolitan area alone, Georgia
struggles to provide fresh food to 1 in 6
people. Garnett station sits in the middle
of
Fulton counties worst fresh food
accesibility points in the state. (AJC, 2015)

and social connectivity.

>25%

5 MINUTE WALK

10 MINUTE WALK
GA STATE UNIV.

STATE CAPITOL

GOV. OFFICE

GOV. OFFICE
VACANT LOTS

GARNETT MARTA

STUDENT LIVING
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20 MINUTE WALK
WOODRUFF PARK
FULTON PUB. LIBRARY

MERCEDES BENZ
GA STATE NEW
DEVELOPMENT
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Inventory
Heat Map
Civic Identity
Student Living

Georgia State
Rail Line
Vacant Land

GA STATE NEW
DEVELOPMENT
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PROPOSAL

“Architecture means
to visualize the genius
loci, and the task of
the architect is to
create

meaningful

places whereby he
helps man to dwell.”
Christian
Schulz

Norberg-
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SELECTION CRITERIA

PRECEDENTS

AMENITIES

CONNECTIVITY

Shenzhen Bao'an Waterfront
Cultural Park [ Shenzhen, China ]

SPRING 2022

Highway WaterFront Park
[ Brooklyn, New York ]

BIG - Bjark Ingles

SWA Group & AUBE Conception

Figure 46

Figure 47

DECK PARK
FRESH FOOD MARKET
MAXIMIZE ENGAGEMENT
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CIVIC IDENTITY

BUCKHEAD PARK OVER 400
[ Buckhead, Atlanta ] PROPOSAL

Figure 48
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PURPOSE

St. Louis Gateway Park
[ St. Louis, Missouri ]

Figure 49

PARK OVER HIGHWAY CONCEPT
ENHANCE CIVIC IDENTITY
HISTORICAL OBSERVATION
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Program Agenda
Shaping
Parks into
Experiences

Reimagine Atlanta's Civic Identity
Connect Surrounding Neighborhoods
Offering Innovative Amenities
Purposeful Design
Placemaking - Prioritizing People
and their daily engagement with
their civic assets

Program
MARKET SPACE
LIBRARY / COMMERCIAL
LOW ACTIVITY AREA
HIGH ACTIVITY AREA
VENDOR / POPUP SPACE

Connecting surrounding Major Projects:
Turner Field Redevelopment_
Memorial Drive Green_
Georgia State Sport Facilities & Campus_
Create space for congressions_
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Developing Opportunities
Georgia State Student Paths
Proposed Park Connection
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Visualizing Space
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Perspective Concept Sketch

Shaping Parks
into Experiences

COFFEE SHOP
& LIBRARY

DECK PARK
OPEN GREEN
SPACE
RAMP UP
TO ROOFTOP
BRIDGING
MOMENT

AIR VENTS

1ST LEVEL FRESH FOOD
MARKET

AMENITIES /
COMMERCIAL
SPACE

PEDESTRIAN
BRIDGE

HISTORICAL
HIGHLIGHT

AMENITIES /
COMMERCIAL
SPACE

VERSATILE
WATER FEATURE
GATHERING
SPACE

C
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Amenities Concept Sketch
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Pedestrian Bridge Concept

Regraded Soil
creates exciting Landscape
Features and various nooks
for interaction

CHESS
PARK

REGRADED
SOIL
VENDOR

AMENITIES
OUTDOOR
ZEN
AMENITIES

SKATE PARK
AMENITIES

BASKETBALL
COURTS

OUTDOOR
GYM

PLAZA
VENDOR

VENDOR
INTRO TO
PARK
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Capitol Ave. Elevation
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Concept Perspective
of Pedestrian Bridge
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Outdoor Market Space

BUILDING SECTION
THROUGH HIGHWAY

SPRING 2022
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Pushing Parks to
Engage With People

LOW ACTIVITY AREA
HIGH ACTIVITY AREA

ACCESIBILITY

LK

SOCIABILITY

T
EE

R

ST

M

REGRADED SOIL

COMFORTABILITY

USABILITY
AL

I
OR

W
AT
ER

EM

M

FE
AT
U

RE
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USAGE HEAT MAP

WEEKDAYS 8AM-12PM

NOT BUSY
NOT BUSY

WEEKDAYS 12PM-8PM

WEEKENDS 8AM-12PM

WEEKENDS 12PM-10PM

BUSY

FEATURES
_ MULTIPLE ENTRY POINTS
_ ENGAGING EDGE OF PLACE
_ MULTIPLE LEVELS OF ENGAGEMENT
_ GATHERING POINTS
_ VISUALLY ACCESSIBLE
_ DIFFERENT SEATING OPTIONS
_ ACCOMODATES 1 PERSON TO
GROUPS OF PEOPLE
_ INTITMATE SETTING
_ CONVENIENT TRANSIT STOP

T
E
A

BUSY

ZONE 1

ypes of Place
lements of Place
bilities of Place
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LOW ACTIVITY ZONE

CHESS PARK

GREEN SPACE

LK

ET
E
R

ST

M

SEATING

ENGAGING EDGE
PUBLIC ART
L

O

A
RI

EM

M

SLOW PACED TRACK
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USABILITY HEAT MAP

AGE
DEMOGRAPHIC
Before Noon

WEEKDAYS 8AM-12PM

WEEKDAYS 8AM-12PM

WOMEN

MEN

25+

25+

NOT BUSY

After Noon

WOMEN

MEN

18+

18+

WEEKDAYS 12PM-8PM

WEEKDAYS 12PM-8PM

WEEKENDS 8AM-12PM

WEEKENDS 8AM-12PM

WEEKENDS 12PM-10PM

WEEKENDS 12PM-10PM

ZONE 2

FEATURES

_ APPLIED PLACEMAKING STRATEGIES
_ DIFFERENT LEVELS OF ENGAGEMENT
_ LOW ACTIVITY ZONE
_ PROVIDES OPPORTUNITY FOR VARIOUS
DEMOGRAPHICS TO ENGAGE
_ ENGAGING EDGE
_ CHESS PARK & ZEN AREA

BUSY

ZONE 3

T
E
A

ypes of Place
lements of Place
bilities of Place
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HIGH ACTIVITY ZONE

HI

LL

LK

BASKETBALL COURT

T
EE

R

ST

SEATING

M

FAST PACED TRACK

AL

I
OR

EM

M

SKATE PARK

ST
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USABILITY HEAT MAP

FEATURED SEATING

WEEKDAYS 8AM-12PM

WEEKDAYS 8AM-12PM

NOT BUSY

WEEKDAYS 12PM-8PM

WEEKDAYS 12PM-8PM

TR

EE
T

T
SIDEWALK
WEEKENDS 8AM-12PM

WEEKENDS 8AM-12PM

WEEKENDS 12PM-10PM

WEEKENDS 12PM-10PM

ZONE 2

ZONE 1

PLACEMAKE GRADE
SOCIABILITY
COMFORTABILITY
ACCESIBILITY
USABILITY

BUSY

A+
A+
A+
A+

T
E
A

ypes of Place
lements of Place
bilities of Place
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MULTI MODAL MEDIAN
PRIORITIZING
WALKABILITY &
CONNECTIVITY

Enhancing GA State Students
commute from campus to new
development in Summerhill

SPRING 2022
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Innovative Amenities
Creating
Unique
Opportunity
For Change

Connect Surrounding Neighborhoods
Offering Innovative Amenities

Elevation on Memorial
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Reimagined Civic Identity
Purposeful Design
Placemaking - Prioritizing People and their
daily engagement with their civic assets

Creating
Unique
Opportunity
For Change
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